








Turtle Sales: The Senate bill includes a harmful amendment
sought by Sens. Landrieu (D-LA) and Vitter (R-LA) to allow the
domestic sale of small turtles for the first time since 1975, when
the FDA barred such sales to protect public health. Small turtles,
who often suffer from inhumane transport and inadequate care,
also carry Salmonella, which can pose a serious threat to people,
especially children. Rep. Pallone (D-NJ) and others are working to
keep this amendment out of the final Farm Bill.

Confined Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs): Sen. Boxer
(D-CA) successfully led efforts to block inclusion in the Senate bill
of a harmful provision to exempt factory farms from key environ-
mental laws that require public reporting of toxic emissions and
require polluters to pay for cleanups.

Antibiotic Overuse: An amendment in the Senate bill, secured by
Sen. Kennedy (D-MA), authorizes grant funding for studies on the
prevalence of antibiotic-resistant bacteria in livestock and better
animal husbandry practices to reduce antibiotic overuse.

Preemption: We opposed a dangerous provision that fortunately
was dropped by the House Agriculture Committee. Section 123 of
the subcommittee bill threatened to nullify dozens of animal wel-
fare and food safety laws enacted through democratic decision-
making at the state and local level.

Veal Subsidies: Another harmful provision in the subcommittee
bill would have authorized a new program of $12 million in subsi-
dies to prop up the veal industry and promote its cruel practices.
Rep. Kagen (D-WI) pushed for inclusion of this provision, which for-
tunately was also dropped in full committee.

Other Priorities Awaiting Action

Farm Animals: Extensive media coverage of a Humane Society of
the United States (HSUS) undercover investigation revealed shock-
ing cruelty inflicted on downed animals—those too sick or injured
to walk on their own—and has sparked a renewed effort to pass the
Downed Animal and Food Safety Protection Act (S. 394/H.R.
661). Introduced by Sen. Akaka (D-HI) and Reps. Ackerman (D-NY)
and LaTourette (R-OH), this bill would close loopholes in the USDA's
rule regarding downed cattle and “mad cow disease,” better protect
public health, and protect all downed livestock, not just cattle, from

A number of wildlife protection bills have been
introduced in Congress, including legislation
to prohibit shooting wolves, bears, and other
animals from aircrafl.

cruel and abusive treatment. The investigation, which involved a
major supplier of beef to the National School Lunch Program, has
also brought attention to the Farm Animal Stewardship
Purchasing Act (H.R. 1726), introduced by Reps. DeFazio (D-OR)
and Shays (R-CT). This bill would require that suppliers of meat,
dairy, and egg products to any federal program meet basic animal
welfare standards, including the treatment or humane euthanasia
of downed animals.

Wildlife: The Captive Primate Safety Act (S. 1498/H.R. 2964),
introduced by Sens. Boxer (D-CA) and Vitter (R-LA) and Reps.
Johnson (D-TX) and Kirk (R-IL), is poised for action; precursor legis-
lation won full Senate approval in the 109th Congress, and the cur-
rent Senate bill gained unanimous approval in committee. This
legislation would prohibit interstate and foreign commerce in nonhu-
man primates for the pet trade to protect public safety and prevent
inhumane treatment and neglect of these animals. The Computer-
Assisted Remote Hunting Act (S. 2422/H.R. 2711), introduced by
Sen. Whitehouse (D-RI) and Reps. Sherman (D-CA) and Davis (R-VA),
would bar “Internet hunting,” in which a person can fire a remotely
controlled rifle with the click of a computer mouse and kill animals
stocked in pens miles away. The Bear Protection Act (H.R. 3029),
introduced by Reps. Grijalva (D-AZ) and Campbell (R-CA), would ban
exports, imports, and interstate commerce in bear gall bladders and
viscera. Sen. Boxer plans to introduce a companion bill in the Senate,
where similar bills passed unanimously in the 106th and 107th
Congresses. The Protect America’s Wildlife (PAW) Act (H.R. 3663),
introduced by Rep. Miller (D-CA), would prohibit shooting wolves,
bears, and other predators from aircraft except in limited cases
involving a designated biological emergency. Rep. DeFazio (D-OR)
introduced the Migratory Bird Treaty Act Penalty and En-
forcement Act (H.R. 4093) to establish felony-level penalties for
intentional taking of migratory birds in violation of this nearly cen-
tury-old law. Rep. DeFazio also introduced the Compound 1080
and M-44 Elimination Act (H.R. 4775) to end the use of a highly
toxic poison that is commonly employed in lethal “wildlife control”
programs. This poison poses unacceptable national security risks
and causes terrible suffering for wildlife as well as unintended tar-
gets, including endangered species and pets. The Sportsmanship
in Hunting Act (H.R. 3829), introduced by Reps. Cohen (D-TN) and
Whitfield (R-KY), would ban interstate and foreign commerce of
captive exotic animals to be shot for entertainment or trophies.
Rep. Rahall (D-WV) held an oversight hearing in his Natural
Resources Committee on the harassment and slaughter of
Yellowstone bison, and Rep. Hinchey (D-NY) tried to amend the
Agriculture Appropriations bill to end the killing of these treasured
animals, an issue we hope will be considered again in 2008. Sen.
Cantwell (D-WA) and Rep. Gonzalez (D-TX) circulated letters
cosigned by 9 senators and 76 representatives to exert pressure on
the Japanese government o stop its gruesome whale hunting
under the guise of scientific study.

Companion Animals: Reps. Blumenauer (D-OR) and Ramstad
(R-MN) introduced H.R. 2491 to authorize federal tax provisions to
allow people to provide for their companion animals through uni-
form charitable remainder pet trusts. Reps. Lantos (D-CA) and
Shays (R-CT) sent a letter to China’s U.S. Ambassador calling for
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